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from the Theertham but also from the town constructed separately ; I got
down at the Rajnagar and attended to the Karma Kriyas such as tonsure,
Theertha prasad etc. The brahmins here are sukla Yajusslkas and their
customs and manners are different from ours. I arranged for the Lord's
Abhishekam, Nyvedyam as well as a feast for brahmins in the residence of the
local purohit. There are sixty brahmin residences in this town. The theer-
tham has mantapas around it with fruit-bearing trees and hills all around and
is eminently suited for meditation and tapas. Some perform the 'Punas-
charana * on the banks of the theertham and on the top of the hill. An image of
Lord Dattatreya which has been made very beatifully is installed on the banks
of the theertham. According to the residents of the theertam the great king
Ambareesha is said to have constructed a temple of gold here ; it is said that
this shrine is visible at times when the water level goes down in the theertham.
It however appears as if this water of this theertam will never dry up. This
theertham is said to have taken birth in Pathalaloka ; just as Mandakani is
sacred to Urdhwaloka, Bhagirathi is sacred to Bhuloka. Bhogavati is said to be
sacred to Pathalaloka, and the Puranas say that this theertham is the Bhogavati
of Patala. King Ambareesha became the recipient of a curse for not waiting
or his guest Durvasa and it is said that this theertham released him from the
sage's curse. King Ambareesha is said to have ruled here with Nandigram
located at a distance of 8 miles from here as his capital. Enquiries to locate
the capital of Rukmangada have not succeeded so far. The mountain here is
called Sindhuraja Parvatam. According to the sthalamaKdtyam here as laid
down in the Puranas, Lord Sri Rama was investigating the reason for the death
of the Brahmin Urchin ; Sudras performing tapas here was killed by Him,
and the sudra prayed and was converted into a Linga. This devotee was
then given a boon that Sri Rama would thereafter give darsan here at all
times accompanied by his consort Sita, his brother Lakshmana and Hanuman.
Lord Sri Rama therefore is residing here from that time onwards. I stayed
here till the night of Saturday.
29ft August, 1830
Starting on the morning of Sunday the 29th at 6-30 and covering
a distance of 12 miles, I reached Dongar Taluk at 1 o'clock I started today even
during Tyajya time and got stuck up in very heavy rain in a forest for one hour
getting fully soaked, compensating for all the safe journeys made from Madras
to this place during the rainy season. The path is through redgravelly
soil mixed with sand ; after leaving Nirmal we have never seen such a convenient
path even for a distance of 2miles until now. The path passes through a thick
forest. Two big streams and several small Vagus had to be crossed on the way.
Dongartal was reached by me and we found that the shop-keepers had put up
thatched sheds 50' long and 15' wide attached to their shops. These sheds
have hearths. The walls o f these hearths are plastered with cow dung everyday.
There are also pegs in every shed for tying up cattle. Travellers can stay in
any one of the sheds. However, provisions and victuals have to be purchased
from the shop-owner owning these sheds. The poor who cannot afford to